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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

15. Examiner acknowledges papers # 10-12, change of address, extension 
of time and the affirmation of the restriction requirement, of 4/1 1/2000; and 
6/9/2000 respectively for the latter two papers # 1 1 and 12. 

1 6. Examiner acknowledges the affirmation of the restriction and the 
traversal. The examiner will join Groups II and III along with claims 18, 19, 
and 42 for the examination, thus the claims under examination are 18-30, 43- 
53. Group I remains as the non-elected claims, now 1-17, 31-41 and 54-64, 
and are withdrawn from examination especially since there is no traversal of 
the method claims, restriction is made final for reasons of record with the 
exception, claims 18, 19, and 42 for examination noted above in this 
paragraph. 

1 7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U. S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 
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18. Claims 18, 19 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 18, it is not clear what the correct dependency is since this is a 
product claim dependent upon a non-elected process claim, clarify. 

In claim 19, it is not clear what the fibrous materials of claim 1 8 are 
since they are not identified and claim product claim 18 is dependent upon a 
process claim, clarify. 

In claim 42, it is not clear what the correct dependency is since this is a 
product claim dependent upon a non-elected process claim, clarify. 

19. The use of the trademarks "Acetylenol E-H" and "Surfonyl 465", page 
15, lines 24-26, page 19, line 15, page 20, line 21 and any other places stated 
in the specification have been noted in this application. They should be 
capitalized wherever they appear and be accompanied by the generic 
terminology. 
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Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to 
prevent their use in any manner which might adversely affect their validity as 
trademarks. 

20. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ujita et al. 5,748,088. 

Ujita teaches an ink absorbing member or element which can hold 
inkjet ink and is fibrous which is contained in an ink cartridge, (see abstract). 
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Ujita teaches that the fibrous material is a bundle of fibers through which the 
ink can pass, (column 10, lines 29-66). Ujita teaches the essential limitations 
of the claimed invention. Claims lack novelty. 

21. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claims 20-30, 42-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ujita et al. 5,784,088 in view of Koitabashi et al. 5,509,140. 

Ujita teaches an ink absorbing member or element which is a fibrous 
material, bundler of fibers, which is contained in an ink cartridge, (see 
abstract). Ujita teaches the ink absorbing member or element is used in an 
ink jet cartridge which is fibrous and can be made of thermplastic materials 
like polyester, nylon, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyurethane and others, 
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(column 10, lines 44-65). Ujita teaches that a standard for wetting property is 
the use of a hydrophilic material to enhance the ink contact angle, (column 10, 
lines 64-67; column 1 1, lines 1-4). Ujita teaches the use of the ink absorbing 
member in a cartridge with an ink jet apparatus, (column 12, lines 15-64). 
Ujita differs from the claimed invention because it is silent about the use of 
glycol with ethylene oxide is applied to the thermoplastic resin. 

Koitabashi teaches ink jet cartridges used for ink jet printers with an ink 
absorbing material which can be made from any material like fibers and can 
have properties of absorption for ink jet ink, (column 10, lines 61-67; column 
1 1, lines 49-55). Koitabashi teaches that the surface tension of ink in a 
cartridge can be controlled by a surfactant like acetylene glycol ethylene 
oxide, (column 36, lines 56-57; column 38, lines 40-66; column 39, lines 1- 
60). Koitabashi teaches that the surface tension is related to the wettability 
between the absorbing material and the ink, and this is improved by the use of 
surfactant like ethylene glycol ethylene oxide, (column 38, lines 50-51). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made in view of the teachings of Koitabashi regarding 
surfactants, like acetylene glycol ethylene oxide, and the use of them to 
improve wettability between the ink and the ink absorbing member in an ink 
jet ink cartridge to modify Ujita regarding the ink absorbing member in the 
ink jet cartridge with the acetylene glycol ethylene oxide of Koitabashi 
motivated with the expectation that this would be an improvement in the ink 
transfer properties of the ink absorbing member as noted above. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to John J. Guarriello whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-3209. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 8 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on (703) 308-2414. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-5408. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 





Patent Examiner 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



September 8, 2000 



